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AP Biology 2014-15 Course Syllabus
Marlene Moxness mmoxness@bostonprep.org 
Course Content:
There are “4 Big Ideas” suggested by the AP College Board that are the framework of modern biology: 

· Big Idea 1: The process of evolution drives the diversity and unity of life.
· Big Idea 2: Biological systems utilize free energy and molecular building blocks to grow, to reproduce and to maintain dynamic homeostasis.
· Big Idea 3: Living systems store, retrieve, transmit and respond to information essential to life processes.
· Big Idea 4: Biological systems interact, and these systems and their interactions possess complex properties.
Along with these conceptual themes, the AP College Board requires all AP Biology students to have the following skills: 

· Science Practice 1: Use representations and models to communicate scientific phenomena and solve scientific problems.
· Science Practice 2: Use mathematics appropriately.
· Science Practice 3: Engage in scientific questioning to extend thinking or to guide investigations within the context of the AP course.
· Science Practice 4: Plan and implement data collection strategies appropriate to a particular scientific question.
· Science Practice 5: Perform data analysis and evaluation of evidence.
· Science Practice 6: The student can work with scientific explanations and theories.

· Science Practice 7: The student is able to connect and relate knowledge across various scales, concepts and representations in and across domains.
These themes and skills are covered both directly and indirectly in every unit of the curriculum using textbook reading, lecture, guest speakers, laboratory and field experimentation, Free Response essay practice questions, model building and other projects.  The pace of the course is quick, so it is imperative to keep up with the reading and the homework assignments. My role is to open the world up to you and help you decipher it as you explore it.  Translated into daily teaching, this means that I help you interpret your textbook, explore and experience the topics of study, draw connections to other topics and resolve any misconceptions.  I do not outline the textbook material for you, nor do I cover every concept in class.  Instead, you as the student take on that responsibility.  Class time is best spent accomplishing things you have not yet been trained to perform on your own.
GRADES: 
Each quarter, students will receive a final quarter grade. The grade weighting for each quarter is as follows:

            15% HW effort

15% Daily Work
25% Quizzes (includes lab reports, projects, etc)

45% Tests

To calculate the official grade that will appear on the transcript at the end of each semester, we will weight grades as follows:

            Semester 1                                            Semester 2

            40% Quarter 1                                       80% Quarter 3 and Quarter 4
            40% Quarter 2                                     
20% Semester Final Exam                      20% End of Year Final Exam (Practice AP Test)

Class Materials: 
You are responsible for the material presented in class. You must take notes in a 3 subject notebook. One section of the notebook should be dedicated to class lecture notes, another for homework notes, and the last for Bozeman Biology videos.  You also need a binder with dividers to keep track of class and lab handouts. Pens/pencils are required every day. These materials should be brought to class every day, starting Thursday, August 28. You will also need access to a computer to type FRQs ~1/week (over weekends, whenever possible).

Homework: 

You will be assigned sections of reading from the textbook, lab reports, and free response questions as directed by your weekly syllabus. Late homework will not be graded for credit. 
Labs:

I intend for this course to be hands-on and exploratory in nature. In order for you to meet the objectives of the course, you must use time in the lab both efficiently and productively. Each week, typically, one lab will be graded based on the provided lab write-up rubric. 
Unit Tests: 

Tests will be given at the end of each unit.

Quizzes:

There will be a quiz roughly once per week, except for weeks that a test is given. These weekly quizzes will be based on the reading and class material from the previous week. 

Examinations:
There will be two cumulative exams; one at the end of semester one and the other at the end of the year. They will consist primarily of multiple-choice and short answer formats. Exams will be primarily written from the lectures and assigned readings. 

All students will also take the AP Bio exam on Monday, May 9, 2016. 


Backpacks:

Students must remove all required materials for class from backpacks and bags before beginning the do now. Students may not open bags during class and bags must be placed on the floor directly behind the chair or hanging off the back of the chair. This bag placement improves posture and ensures that the classroom looks neat and orderly. 


Proctoring Assessments:

During assessments, students must place their backpacks and bags in the front of the room.

All students must be seated facing the teacher and assigned seats will be used to ensure test security. During assessments, students must:

· Remain silent until the last student has finished.

· Have focused eyes.

· Raise their hands if they have a question.

Absence from Class

In the event that a student is absent from class, it is the student’s responsibility to collect the missing assignments from the make-up bin on the outside of the classroom door. Work will be left in the bin for one week after the date of absence. Students are also encouraged to check the course website for missed worksheets, notes, etc. (http://apbio1516.weebly.com)
In the event that a student is absent for an assessment, the student has one week to make-up that assessment during the 4:15 – 5:15 pm Assessment Make-up block of time in Umass. The student must schedule the make-up before the absence or immediately upon returning to school. The student will receive a 0 on the assessment if it has not been taken within one week. 


Cheating/Plagiarism
In the event that you are caught cheating or plagiarizing work, you will receive a 0% for that assignment. Please show me the respect to turn in your own work.  Colleges take academic integrity violations incredibly seriously, more so even than fighting or other suspensions. 
Textbook:

Campbell, Neil A., and Jane B. Reece. Biology. 8th edition, San Francisco, CA: Benjamin Cummings.
NOTE: Other resources will be regularly handed out and/or posted to the course website (lab manuals, digital flashcards etc)
Office Hours: By appointment only. Lunch Tues-Thurs works best, but other times are available by request. 
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2015-2016: 12th Grade AP Biology Syllabus Signature Page

Students Name: ____________________________________________________ (print)
Parent/Student Signature: 

Discuss this course syllabus with your parent or guardian. Please have your parent/guardian sign this page and return it tomorrow. I am looking forward to working with you this year. Please contact Ms. Moxness with any questions and/or concerns.

I have read this sheet and understand how important biology is in understanding the world around us and in preparing me for college and further study of science. I understand the course policies and expectations.

___________________________________________________  ____________________


Student Signature



                                       Date

I will make sure my child has all supplies as soon as possible and provide support at home.  I will encourage my child to go to office hours as necessary.

___________________________________________________  ____________________


  Parent Signature



                                       Date

_____________________________________________  __________________________


Print Parent Name


                     Phone Number or email address
QUESTION: What do you notice is strange/different than in your other courses/last year?





QUESTION: What do you need for class, and when do you need it by?





QUESTION: When are cumulative exams? 











TASK: take out your planner and put the AP test date in there RIGHT NOW.





QUESTION: What should you do if you are absent? Include where to find HW, notes, and quizzes/tests in your answer. 





QUESTION: What should you do if you need extra help?








